
Air Flow vs. Power Requirement 

The following chart may be found in ASHRAE literature and in California building 

codes.  It illustrates the relationship between Fan Speed, Air Flow and Power 

Requirement.  Two Speed or Variable Speed EC motors are uniquely qualified to 

take advantage of this concept since their efficiency varies little with change of 

speed.  This is because they are brushless DC motors where the commutation is 

controlled through a micro-processor rather than through changing hertz.   

  

 


